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Mr. Pearkes had made with his uncle in the Company's name for 10,000
maunds of petre @ 3 sicca rupees 4 annas per maund, of which he had
received 8004 maunds, but now refused to take the remaining quantity. They
desired our orders how to act as the price was much higher than what they
bought petre at now. Mr. Pearkes was therefore ordered to inform the Board
of the particulars of his contract with Meer Iskoola, which he did at full on
the 7 September as by his minute entered on the face of that day's consultation.
162.    The President at the same time laid before the Board an extract
he had received from Mr. Amyatt charging Mr, Pearkes with having boiled
up a quantity of petre in the Company's carconnah of Singy and Chuprahs
on his own account and making purchases of saltpetre from various assammies
at very low prices, which had been sent to Calcutta and delivered the Com-
pany at 5-22 per maund.   This charge Mr. Pearkes was likewise ordered to
answer and accordingly did so in a minute entered on our consultation of the
14 September, to which we beg leave to refer Your Honours.
163.    Other business of consequence having taking [sic] up the attention of
the Board at that time, we were obliged to defer our enquiry into Mr. Pearkes
his conduct at Patna till we were at more leisure to consider of that affair*
Upon the arrival of the Warren and London and the appointment of posts
to the members of the Board it was agreed Mr. Pearkes should go Chief to
Luckypore, but previous to his going up it was necessary that the charge laid
against him as before mentioned should be cleared up, which he moved the
Board to take into their consideration and determine upon as soon as possible.
As the easiest and clearest method of coming to a proper knowledge of the
affair we appointed Messrs Mackett, Boddam and Scrafton a committee of
facts to examine the matter impartially and lay their report before the Board.
Their proceedings were delivered in on the 7th instant and accompanied with
a letter from  the committee wherein they acquainted us Mr. Pearkes had
acknowledged what was alledged against him but pleaded a contract with the
Company and the orders and approbation of the Board for what he did.   It
therefore remained with us to determine if any such contract had been entered
into with Mr. Pearkes.
164.    The final consideration of this affair coming on before us on the
14th December,  and upon a reference to Mr. Pearkes's several letters from
Patna with the answers of the Board, it appeared that he had apprized the
Council of two substantial merchants who were willing to contract for the
delivery of 50,000 maunds of petre at 5-2f in Calcutta, which being approved
of, that 5,000 maunds had been sent down, delivered and paid for as the pro-
perty of the said merchants whereas in reality no such merchants or contract
existed on the Company's account.   As Mr. Pearkes had therefore deceived
the Board with a fictitious contract and had committed a breach of the orders
given him at the first going up in not informing the Board the most that could
be done at that factory for the Company and die real price saltpetre might be
procured for with ready money, it was unanimously agreed to suspend him
from his seat at the Board till Your Honours' pleasure is known, but that he
do continue in the service with the allowances of a counsellor and be appointed
Accomptant with the additional salary of 1,000 rupees per annum annexed to
this post by your commands of this season.
165.    The Export Warehouse Keeper having requested that a Deputy and